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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of investigating the relationship between
media literacy and critical thinking skills and the mediating role of cognitive creativity
in high school students during the Corona era. The research method is descriptive-
correlational and the relationships between variables have been investigated using
structural equation modeling. The statistical population of this research is all the students
of the first and second secondary school in Qom city in the academic year 2021-2022, and
according to Cochran's formula, 380 people were selected through available sampling.
The research tools were Falsafi’s Media Literacy Questionnaire (2013), Ricketts’ Critical
Thinking Skills (2003), and Soltani’s Cognitive Creativity Questionnaires (2016) which
were used to collect data. To analyze the findings, Pearson's correlation coefficient and
path analysis were used using SPSS version 26 and AMOS software version 24. The
results of the research showed that media literacy has a significant relationship with
critical thinking skills and its components can explain the above variable. Also, the results
of the path analysis test showed that cognitive creativity can play a mediating role in
the relationship between media literacy and critical thinking skills of secondary school
students. In order to strengthen critical thinking skills, it is suggested that media literacy
training courses be held continuously for students.
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