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Abstract

This article aims to address the following questions: Why and how is the sociological
relationship between religion and media considered significant in the contemporary world?
Why is the exploration of “religion-in-media” (mediatized religion) and “media-in-religion”
(religious media) crucial for understanding this relationship? To achieve this, the article employs
a systematic literature review to conduct a textual case study of several representative samples
from specialized literature on religious media and mediatized religion. Additionally, drawing
upon theoretical studies, particularly those within the sociology of religion and cultural studies
of religion, the conceptual landscape of these inquiries is portrayed, with brief discussions on its
various key components. The data and findings of the research demonstrate that media serve as
mediators for the transmission of religious content, particularly conveying religious meanings,
to culture and society, and vice versa, in four manners: rereading, reflection, representation, and
reproduction. Additionally, this study highlights why and how mediatized religion, particularly
within the “internet religion” genre, can significantly enhance access to cultural-religious
products and religious services, collapsing the boundaries of religiosity, democratizing debates
and facilitating doctrinal, critical, and radical dialogues on religion, fostering users’ anonymity in
religious spaces, and contributing to the globalization of the market for producing, consuming,
distributing, and exchanging religious commodities and services.

Keywords: religious media, mediatized religion, internet religion, the religious, sociology of
religion, cultural studies of religion.
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