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Abstract

The present research focuses on the semiotics of lifestyle elements in out-of-home advertising
within Tehran. This study adopts an applied approach and employs qualitative methodology.
The theoretical foundation draws from de Saussure’s and Roland Barthes’s semiotic and
advertising theories, Bourdieu’s model of lifestyle, and Cowdery’s textual analysis method,
encompassing construct, narrative, and categorization. The analysis centers on out-of-home
advertising signs in Tehran, specifically five billboards chosen for their relevance to theoretical
lifestyle concepts. Data collection relies on library research and textual analysis. The study
describes and analyzes textual elements of advertising signs, examining relationships between
signifiers and the signified, explicit and implicit meanings. Findings suggest that the imagery
used in the studied billboards conveys an upper middle-class lifestyle, emphasizing affluence,
peace, and serenity. Notably, fashion and digital devices, along with associated accessories,
play a significant role, suggesting a collapsing of class boundaries by showcasing high-end
brands to a wider audience, including youth with lower economic backgrounds.

Keywords: semiotics, lifestyle, out-of-home advertising, consumption, implicit and explicit
meanings, Tehran.
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