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Abstract

This study builds upon and extends the authors’ previous research, titled “Discourse Analysis
of Religious Messages on Instagram.” The primary objective is to examine the formation of
the religious message market on Instagram by comparing the influence of identified religious
discourses from the prior study. In that study, five main discourses—maodernists, sharia-oriented,
civilization-oriented, traditionalists, and moderates—were identified using the PDAM discourse
analysis method. The present research quantitatively assesses the influence of each discourse
based on this categorization. Using descriptive statistical analysis, the engagement rate was
calculated for fifteen selected Instagram accounts over a six-month period. The findings reveal
that the Modernist Islamic discourse had the highest influence, accounting for 70.6%, while
the Sharia-Oriented discourse had the lowest, at 7%. The results indicate the gradual formation
of a competitive market for religious messaging on Instagram, where discourses that align
more effectively with audience needs have achieved greater success. By supplementing the
qualitative findings of the previous study with quantitative data, this research demonstrates
that while social media poses challenges to traditional religious authority, it also facilitates the
emergence of new interpretations of religion.
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