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Abstract

In recent years, Iranian cinema has consistently depicted the role of women within the
framework of their objectification in life challenges. Due to certain societal restrictions,
the issue of violation of dignity in this context has been less frequently addressed. The
film Ablag (Pinto) is one of the rare films that, by portraying a patriarchal system within a
traditional, marginalized community on the outskirts of the city, addresses the representation
of women as the “second sex” through actions that emphasize their victimization and
oppression. In this article, using a combination of narrative analysis and the semiotic
approaches of Barthes and Fiske, the role of women in this film is examined. Within the
system of meanings and the explicit and implicit significations of signs, gender-based
discrimination becomes evident. As a result, a patriarchal image is reflected in which women
possess the least rights, and poverty and corruption are two sides of the same coin. In this
system of domination, women, for the sake of family survival or their own livelihood,
overlook many of their rights and even show no mercy to themselves, unwittingly submitting
to an inescapable victimization, thereby being rendered valueless.
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