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Abstract

This research examines the role of the mosque in two television series, Serr-e Delbaran and
Mushavir (The Consultant), aiming to analyze how this religious institution is represented. For
this purpose, John Fiske’s semiotic analysis at three levels—reality codes, representation codes,
and ideological codes—as well as Stuart Hall’s theory of representation, have been employed. The
study adopts a qualitative approach and uses purposive sampling to select sequences related to
the representation of the mosque in cultural, social, and spiritual dimensions. The findings reveal
significant differences in the codes of these series at various levels. At the social level, Serr-e
Delbaran emphasizes traditional clothing, rural settings, and emotional, zealous characters,
while The Consultant focuses on urban environments, formal attire, and rational characters.
Technically, Serr-e Delbaran uses close-up shots and warm lighting to highlight the emotional
details and reactions of characters, whereas The Consultant employs static shots and cooler
lighting to accentuate psychological tension and atmosphere. At the ideological level, Serr-e
Delbaran underscores concepts such as rationality and justice, while The Consultant highlights
family values, loyalty, and respect for traditions. These differences have varying impacts on the
narrative style, emotions, and audience perception of cultural and social themes. This research
demonstrates that television can more effectively shape cultural and social identities and convey
religious values and concepts through the representation of institutions like the mosque in series.
Keywords: mosque, representation, semiotics, Serr-e Delbaran, Mushavir (The Consultant).
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