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Abstract

Virtual social networks and information literacy play a significant and fundamental role in
shaping our perception of the surrounding world. The challenges of cyberspace have led to the
fading of Iranian cultural values and the fragmentation of this culture. This research examines
the role and position of virtual networks and the level of information literacy in the formation of
modern identity among youth. This study employed the qualitative Grounded Theory method
and the Strauss and Corbin paradigmatic model for data analysis. After collection, the data were
analyzed through three stages of coding: open, axial, and selective. Indeed, ultimately, five main
categories—causal conditions, contextual conditions, intervening conditions, strategies, and
consequences—along with the relationships between them, were extracted in the form of a self-
explanatory interpretive narrative of the data through selective coding. The results indicate a
significant relationship between lifestyle and the digitalization of media consumption, duration
of membership, level of information literacy, and the intensity of dependence on virtual social
networks. This means that as the duration of membership, level of use and activity in unethical
educational spaces, lack of media literacy, and exposure to inappropriate educational content in
the use of virtual networks increase, the formation of a modern identity with a threatening and
harmful approach among youth becomes more pronounced.
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