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Abstract

The media, as an important cultural and social instrument in the social construction of
reality, has in recent years attempted to address problems related to the representation
of disability. Cinema, as an element of this system, has also moved towards producing
films with disability subjects. However, the notable question is: What image has cinema
depicted of disability, particularly childhood disability? This article seeks to analyze the
socio-cultural components of childhood disability in the film “A Time for Loving.” The
theoretical framework of the research is based on Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory,
which, by emphasizing the central signifier, floating signifiers, and identity construction
within power relations, enables the analysis of the semantic system of disability
representation.

At the methodological level, a discourse analysis approach was employed. For this
purpose, the complete dialogue text of the film was collected, data were coded, and
central and floating signifiers were extracted.
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Findings indicate that the discourse of the film “A Time for Loving” is structured around
the central signifier of “childhood disability” and floating signifiers such as “middle

99 < 99

class,” “family rejection,” “anger,” “violence,

99 ¢

sacrifice,” and “secrecy.” Two dominant
discursive orders were identified in this film: the discourse of violence and the discourse
of social rejection.

The results of the study suggest that while the representation of disability in this film
reproduces some cultural stereotypes, it also possesses the capacity to raise public
awareness and change attitudes towards the situation of children with disabilities—a
potential that can be instructive for cultural policy-making and future cinematic
productions.

Keywords: Laclau and Mouffe’s Discourse Analysis, Representation, The Film “A Time
for Loving,” Disability, Children.
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