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Abstract

The present research examines the typology of “silence” as a form of nonverbal communication
within the context of intergenerational communication in Iranian families. In this study, silence is
not considered merely the absence of speech but rather a multilayered and meaningful phenomenon
that, depending on the context, can carry explicit or hidden meanings, either strengthening
or weakening relationships. In recent decades, the generational gap in Iran has become more
prominent in behavioral, communicative, attitudinal, value-based, and skill dimensions—a
phenomenon fueled by technology, globalization, and lifestyle changes. This research was
conducted using a mixed-methods approach. Drawing on the theoretical frameworks of Kurzon,
Hakin, Inglehart, and Berger & Luckmann, silence was analyzed in forms such as conversational
silence, thematic silence, situational silence, textual silence, and action-oriented silence.

In the qualitative section, five main dimensions of generational differences were extracted from
interviews with experts. In the quantitative section, these dimensions were tested by distributing
questionnaires among 131 teachers.The results of the analysis indicate that the role of silence is
significant in all dimensions of generational differences. Furthermore, the silence patterns of the
older generation are predominantly cautious and conventional, framed within preserving values
and responsibility, whereas the new generation’s silence is largely assessed as action-oriented
and purposeful. The findings suggest that silence in families has become a tool for coping with
tension, avoiding conflict, or managing interactions. Finally, strengthening intergenerational
dialogue and teaching media literacy are suggested as strategies to reduce cultural disconnection.
Keywords: Silence, Nonverbal Communication, Generational Gap, Intergenerational
Communication, Family.
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