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Abstract

In computer games, death is not merely a mechanical or narrative event but possesses a
multilayered functionality within the structure of narration, agency, and moral consequences.
Problematizing the question of how death in computer games acquires meaning at the levels of
narration, choice, and consequence design, this article analyzes the representation of death as a
diegetic, structural, and signifying act.

The primary objective of the research is to explore the manner in which death is encoded in
different game contexts and to explain its relationship with player agency and the choice-
consequence structure in interactive narratives. Using a qualitative approach and the method
of critical semiotics, the article analyzes a set of notable computer games as media texts. The
findings indicate that death in these games not only has narrative functions such as a turning
point, ending, or complication but also carries moral and semantic weight that is activated
through the design of player choices and narrative consequences. In many games, death serves
as a tool to emphasize player responsibility and to represent concepts such as guilt, sacrifice, or
failure. Furthermore, genre diversity leads to differences in the patterns of death representation;
for instance, in action-narrative games, death carries emotional weight, while in roguelikes, it
embodies a cyclical structure and the meaning of recreation. This research aims to, by focusing
on the game itself as a narrative-media text, provide a theoretical approach to death in games
and facilitate a reconsideration of the semantic potentials of computer games.

Keywords: Computer Game Studies, Death, Interactive Narrations, Agency, Choice-Consequence
Process.
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