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Abstract

The “Metaverse” has become a pivotal concept in rethinking the future of humanity, technology,
and society in the digital age. Rooted in science fiction narratives, this concept has now entered
the public sphere with the support of major technology and media corporations, shaping part
of contemporary cultural imagination. Relying on David Hesmondhalgh’s theory of cultural
industries and utilizing a thematic analysis approach, the present research examines the mode
of representation of the Metaverse in two prominent works of Hollywood science fiction
cinema: “Ready Player One” and three seasons of the series “Upload.” The main focus is on
the following question: How does Hollywood cinema, as part of the global cultural industries,
represent the Metaverse to reproduce and normalize the logic of digital capitalism, particularly
corporate surveillance and class inequality? The findings indicate that cinema represents the
Metaverse as an attractive, consumerist space that aligns with corporate power interests and
neoliberal logic. This representation portrays an ideological future, naturalizing corporate
dominance, consumerism, and digital inequality.
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