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Abstract

With the widespread adoption of virtual social networks and the intertwining of the concept
of “self” with them, the methods of identity construction during adolescence have undergone
transformation. These networks have become tools for the representation of the “self”. This research
examines how the dimensions and components of identity and the media body of adolescent users
are represented. For this purpose, the profiles, posts, stories, and highlights shared on 35 pages
belonging to Iranian adolescents were analyzed using Barthes’ semiotic method. The findings
of this research indicate that self-expression has taken on a performative form, and expressing
identity through “self-display” is the dominant mode of identity representation on adolescent
Instagram pages, with other types of identity emerging through it. Adolescents have expressed
their authenticity and ethnic identity through clothing, music, poetry, and language. Their interest
in historical places, traditional instruments and melodies, poems by prominent Iranian poets,
and overall Iranian culture and art indicates the territorial dimension of national identity. The
androgynous appearance of boys, the seductive poses of gitls, and taking stances on the social
conditions of women point to gender identity. On Instagram, the display and objectification of
the body, influenced by capitalist ideology and views on women influenced by radical feminist
ideology, have taken on a mythological form. However, although nationalism and ethnicism
have used the Instagram platform for their emergence and reinforcement, they have not become
universal or naturalized trends. Overall, with photography being directed towards presenting a
narrative of life, a space has been created for Iranian adolescents to construct fluid visual identities.
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